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Zephaniah 

Pathways of Discipleship Bible Survey 

Title, Author, and Date 

 Named for its author, Zephaniah; thought to mean “the Lord hides” 

 Little is known of Zephaniah; traces his genealogy back to King Hezekiah; only prophet who descended from 

royalty; helped him gain the respect and attention of King Josiah, during whose reign he preached (640-609 

BC) 

Background and Setting 

 Historical Background 

 Zephaniah’s ministry seems to be before the spiritual reforms of Josiah; Judah was still in the midst of 

idolatry and wickedness 

 628 B.C. – Josiah tore down all the altars of Baal, burned the bones of the false prophets, and broke down 

the carved idols that had become a part of Judah’s worship (2 Chronicles 34:3–7) 

 622 B.C. – Josiah repaired the temple of the Lord and carried out further reforms following the discovery of 

the Book of the Law (2 Kings 22) 

 Josiah was the last godly king in Judah, largely due to Zephaniah’s influence 

 Followed Manasseh, Judah’s most ungodly king, worst king in Judah’s history 

 2 Kings 21:10; he was worse than the pagan kings who reigned in the land before Israel took 

possession 

 After him was Ammon, and only reigned for 2 years 

 Josiah was only 8 when he became king; obeyed more fully the law of God than any others; had many 

godly influences at an early age 

 Zephaniah’s ministry should be dated ca. 630–620 B.C.  The end of Zephaniah’s ministry overlapped the 

beginning of Jeremiah’s ministry as a prophet and spokesman for God.   

 The people were full of idolatry 

 Baal (1:4) 

 Starry hosts (1:5) 

 Molech (1:5); Molech demanded child sacrifice; when Jesus speaks of Hell, he refers to the valley where 

these sacrifices took place (Gehenna), which became a garbage dump under Josiah 

The Message of the Book of Zephaniah 

 The theme of the book  

 Warning of the Day of the Lord 

 One of the things that motivated the reforms of Josiah was this warning 

 Another was the book of the law 

 Reforms went away after Josiah killed; Day of the Lord was inevitable now 
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 Zephaniah and the concept of the “Day of the Lord” 

 What is the “day of the Lord?”  

 Babylonian army invading 

 There is lots of repetition in Zephaniah about the Day of the Lord 

 The time when God comes down to judge his enemies 

 God fights his enemies (He doesn’t fight fair) 

 With thunder (1 Sam 7:10) 

 with falling stones/hail (Josh 10:11) 

 with darkness (Ex. 14:20; Josh 24:7) 

 with water and earthquake (Judges 5:4-5) 

 with the sea (Ex. 14-15) 

 What is the ancient Near Eastern setting of the “day of the Lord?” 

 Part of the rhetoric of war was that a king would claim that he was so powerful he could defeat his 

enemies in a single day 

 What was Israel’s misunderstanding concerning the “day of the Lord?”  (cf. Amos 5:18) 

 What Israel expected that God would destroy their enemies, the nations 

 The reality: Israel had become the enemy of the God 

 Judgment: overturning of creation (Zeph. 1:2-4) 

 Also see this in Jeremiah 4:23-24 

 How did the prophets speak of the “day of the Lord?”   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Be sensitive to the fact that they are talking about both at times 

 Reason for this connection: the prophets understood that God has judged different groups of 

people; all judgments in the past are merely a preview of the great judgment that will come in the 

last days; God has always judged sin, and he will ultimately judge it in a final, decisive way where 

he destroys all of his enemies 

 God seems to operate with a flexible deadlines 

 2 Kings 21:12: Judgment is unavoidable (650 BC) 

 Zeph 2:1-3: Call to repentance (630 BC) 

 Jer 26, 36: Change your ways (605 BC) 

 

The day of the Lord is “near” The day of the Lord is “far” 

Obadiah 1-4 
Joel 1:15; 2:1, 11 
Amos 5:18-20 
Isaiah 13:6 
Ezekiel 13:5; 20:3 

Obadiah 15-21 
Joel 2:31; 3:1, 14 
Isaiah 2:12 
Isaiah 3:19 
Zechariah 14:1 
Malachi 4:5 
Really talking about the last days 
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 What did Zephaniah promise concerning the day of the Lord?   

 God will ultimately save them 

 He will cleanse them from sin 

 There is grace in the midst of judgment; the people should seek the Lord, who offers a shelter and will 

provide eventual salvation for His remnant 

 What are the New Testament connections?   

 The Day of the Lord is also an important topic in the NT 

 1 Thess. 4-5: time of judgment on earth following rapture of church (5:2-3) 

 2 Thess. 2: time when the world will follow and worship Antichrist (time of tribulation)  

 2 Peter 3: time of God’s final judgment bringing in new heavens and new earth 

 Matthew 24: Jesus joins “near” and “far” elements; destruction of temple in 70 AD, then time of disaster 

in Israel in Last Days 

 Rev. 6-19: depicts time period of the Day of the Lord with seal, trumpet, and judgment 

 NT not only uses Day of the Lord, but talks about the End Times being the Day of Christ; He is equal 

with the God of the OT 

 

Resources 

John MacArthur: The MacArthur Bible Handbook 
Zondervan Handbook to the Bible 
Lasor, Hubbard, and Bush: Old Testament Survey 
Longman and Dillard: An Introduction to the Old Testament 
Lecture Notes from Liberty Theological Seminary, Dr. Gary Yates 
Holman Illustrated Study Bible 
John MacArthur: The MacArthur Bible Commentary 


